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HACHINOHE to play a pivotal role in 2021
to educate, promote and add value to its products.

Masaki Matsuzaki
Hachinohe Overseas Trade Promotion Representative

Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture
Greetings and here’ s wishing everyone a very happy new year 2021!

Firstly, | would like to express my gratitude to everyone who has weathered the storms of 2020, notably, businesses and industries, individuals and families alike. It has been a challenging
year fraught with anxiety and uncertainty. The past year has witnessed multiple adjustments in the wake of the Covid-19 global pandemic and its impact, largely felt by many, regardless
of age, nationality, race and gender. | remain sympathetic and humbled by the situation and | do hope that the new year 2021 will be brighter and bring restoration to those who have
been dealing with pain and loss.

In the month of June 2020, | was appointed formally by the Hachinohe Overseas Trade Promotion Board to assist in the promotion of Hachinohe City in its plan to boost its economy and
to raise awareness of this city globally. Since then, | have been an active participant in its endeavor to champion its primary industries and to help the city establish ties outward by
connecting these industries with potential partners. To date, | have consulted with esteemed officials and leaders of their fields in Hachinohe and have embarked on several productive
discussions henceforth. It has been a stimulating year for everyone.

The global pandemic has brought about change. Travel plans have been stalled, crossing borders have never been more testing and nationwide events, brought to a complete standstill.
There was a period of darkness during the essential phase we all have come to know as the period of lockdown with an absence of activity and movement. During this time, there were
moments of panic and many experienced bouts of fear.

Today, we resume life, but we remain cautious. We revisit challenges and work to tackle issues that have caused disruption. We must refocus and prioritize. We rise above. As a
prosperous city, we will continue to build on our strengths and add value to our relationships. We should enable others to grow as we aim to thrive in various sectors. The international
trading platform is still a promising arena and | am confident that we can strengthen established ties and forge new ground.

The food industry remains a primary industry. The global pandemic has since affected many established businesses. In Singapore and across Asia, the lockdowns initiated across
countries have also severely impacted those in the food and beverage industries. In Singapore, restrictions demanded that all major food operators ceased operating and only essential
visits to supermarkets were permitted with social distancing guidelines. Many households began to stock up on their daily essentials and increased canned food sales testified to an
upward rise in canned food consumption. Even though the economy has adjusted itself and reopened in several stages over the past few months, the second and third phases of the
Singapore’ s circuit breaker also witnessed a rapid increase of food delivery services and the reliance on such services continues to flourish.

| strongly believe that we can play an important role in helping economies cope better by bridging our technological know-how and showcase Japan’s expertise in quality food
processing. The perception of Japanese food and Japanese canned food remains favorable, attributing to its high quality and food safety standards. This recognition extends to Japanese
dried foods, Japanese ‘smoked’ food products and also frozen food products. It is largely observed that made in Japan food products continue to appeal to a wide range of consumers
globally. In the areas of preserved and canned foods, there is now increased opportunity to reach out to a global society whose lifestyle and eating habits of its consumers have all
changed drastically in the last year. We must capitalize on this growing demand and activate our channels. It is now imperative that we aim to educate consumers and distinguish
ourselves. \We must aim to add value and remain competitive while promoting our brands and products.

| look forward to working with key partners, food producers, food processing companies, key manufacturers as well as established brand owners wishing to look outward, expand their
businesses, and make room for progress and creativity. We should all rethink the way we work, live and play. With this in mind, | hope that we can cooperate well by joining our hands
and hearts to make the world a safer and better place to live in for everyone alike. Thank you for your time and | wish all readers and citizens a successful and prosperous new year!
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