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RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE

There was cheering at the docks when the masts of the first
“Japanese tea fleet” ship was spotted in 1885. It was the first
of many ships that would carry tea and silk for loading into
rail cars for the month-long journey to New York---far faster
than sailing around Cape Horn!

As the last stop on the transcontinental railway, Tacoma
boomed. The classic, ornate buildings of that era still stand,
newly-renovated in the city’s Theater District.

Now, Washington’s third largest city, its port has been
combined with Seattle’s to create the nation’s fourth
largest---connecting cargo by rail with any US city within a
week.

Japan is our top trading partner for exports of aircraft,
apples, cherries, grains, and electronics, and the second
country of origin for our imports of industrial machinery,
vehicles, toys and games. Retailers, including Amazon, use
Tacoma as a base for warehousing.

Now known as a city for startups, people visit for our
snow-capped Mt. Rainier to the southeast and the
old-growth-forested Point Defiance Park on our northwest
waterfront. With 60km of hiking trails, it’s the second-largest
city park in the US.

| hope that you'll let us know when you’re coming to
Tacoma!

Tacoma: A Lasting Maritime

Connection with Japan
AR EBF ~SHEDSHBOHF~

X/ \FisEEmnI8
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World Trade Center Tacoma
Senior Trade Consultant, WTC Tacoma;Consultant,City of Tacoma

Michael A.Fowler
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